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Endless Mummer

THE FOUR MEN IN THE JENNIFERS
RADIATE SUNNY POP ROCK
BY VIOLET GLAZE

THE JENNIFERS' NEW ALBUM, COLORS FROM THE FUTURE
(self-released), contains bright and citrusy pop as reminis-
cent of the flowery tang of oranges and lemons as it is of
Qranges and Lemons. The similarity to that 1989 XTC album
isn't a coincidence. “As a songwriter, I'm influenced by new-
wave guitar-bass songwriters like Robyn Hitchcock, Elvis
Costello, XTC, Television—that early-'8os sound,” says gui
tarist John Irvine. Colors From the Future shares a melody-
centric approach with those early not-quite-new-wave
bands, as well as a palette of clean, bell-like instrumenta-
tion. But where Television might be a hard sell as back
ground music for a summer barbecue, Colors’ saongs feel
run-through-the-sprinkler cheerful while still retaining
art-rack smarts

“Just try to keep it out
of mariachi territory.”

Irvine, bassist Joe Tropea, thythm guitanst Joe Stone, and
drummer Skizz Cyzyk are gathered in Irvine’s Catonsville
living room for a quick chat before practice. lrvine and Stone
both work with children: Stone as an ESLteacher, Irvine as
a planner for juvenile services {"Every time something bad
happens, we end up in the Sun papers,” Irvine sighs )
Local film legend Cyzyk has his fingers in every festival from
MicroCineFest to Slamdance (Q&A, Nov 8, 2006). and Tropea
1s busy earmung a master's degree in public history at UMBC.
Despite their professional obligations. the four men com
mit regularly to jam sessions in Irvine’s hasement, where
a spirit of inclusion reigns

“Of all the bands I've been in, this has been the most de
mocratic,” Tropea says. "Even though [Irvine| writes all of
the songs, he's not as compelled to be as controlling asa lot
of other people are.”

“This is probably the first band I've played drums in where
Iwasn't just coming up with a beat and playing it.” Cyzyk
says. "Usually when a druramer says, ‘Want to hear my
idea?’ the band goes, ‘No." They all laugh

The Jenmfers were formed in19y2 by an initial hineup of
Irvine, college friends Chuck Rainvilie on bass and Jen Maser
on drums, and guitarist Will Wall. They garnered local at-
tention for their first release. Nine Days Wonder—City Paper
described the music as "smart, pretty, tuneful pop rock that
owes something to the Kinks"—and perplexingly won the
1995 MTV Beach House Band Search award for “Best All Male
Band,” an accolade awarded by nearsighted judges who
didn't notice Maser (Her '7os-genenc first name was the
inspiration for the band's moniker. " don’t think she ever
really liked the name,” Irvine admits )

The band members eventually drifted over to other pro-
jects, and the Jenmifers went on amucable hiatus by the late
'qos. In 2001, Cyzyk approached Irvine, who had since joined
Cyzyk’s surf-rock group Garage Sale, and Tropea to form a
band to back up some film projects. " And we morphed into
a Dukes of Strastosphear cover band.” lrvine says, refer-
encing the psychedelic side project formed by pseudony-
mous members of XTC. "And we had so much fun doing
that just as a lark, it was like, Why don 't we see if the Jennifers
can get back together?”

This new incarnation of the lennifers demonstrates con-
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THIS IS POP: THE JENNIFERS ARE DEDICATED TO A CLASSIC HUM-AND-STRUM SOUND.

siderable finesse in marrying multilayered, addictive melodies
with clever lyrics, making the tunes running thiough yous
head as much fun as compulsively fip - flopping a Jacob's
ladder toy Check out the Oscar Wilde-cum- Botox wink in
Colors' lead Lrack "Mrs Gray™: "Mus, Gray/ You'te looking
younger than you should/ You've got a husband with a
practice/ He snips the skin fantastic/ But there's a painting
in the attic/ And it don't lock so good ”

"We try not to keep it thythm/lead [guitar],” Stone says
“We try tokeep itinteresting and swilch off roles and have
interesting textures, a melodic pattern, or something like
that” The songs also contain the occasional oddball in
strument. like theremin an the spacey "Starfleet Academy”
and trumpet on "Great War'

“There's a ittle soul-ska going on,” says irvine, who plays
trumpet with the Hopkins Symphony Orchestra and the
Homewood Brass Consort "1 was thinking of the Jam *

“lust try to keep it out of maniachi territory.” Tropea
teases

‘That's the trouble with trumpet.” Irvine says "You get
the paralle! thirds, and all of a sudden it sounds like a wed-
ding band from Mexico "

The band 1s pleased with the final result on Colors, and
nghtly so. "I think it's mere of a fimished product.” Irvine
says. "Of all of our projects, we had the most time and the
most resources to do it right Wedidn't have arecord
company telling us the way to do it. We had complete con-
trol” And that control extends to marketing, as the Jennifers
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released their album thiough CD Baby, an online record
store that buys independently produced CDs from artists
and provides services like making tracks available onilunes
for imuch less than a standard record company would

Tpersonally think in the future you won't need a record
company I you have a web site and you do some touring
and you've got a good product,” Irvine says. Touning in sup-
pert of this album might be a little tight, as everyone's
got day jobs, though the group hasn't ruled out doing a few
live dates. including a CD-release party Feb 23 at Serdel's
Bowling Center

But the internet revolution side of self-promotion has
been good to the Jennifers. "We sold a lol of digital down-
loads of our last record [2003's Book of Bad Advice], even
though we never promoted it,” [rvine says. "It'll be inter
esting to sce what happens just on [Colors from the Future|'s
owrn merts”

If the Jennifers are banking everything on the album’s in-
herent worth, they ve got nothing to worry about. And oth-
er bands better understand this group’s ability to outlast
the competition. “We've beenaround,” Cyzyk says. “There’s
alot of kids in their early 20s that seem to form [bands] two
months ago, [and] tonight is their third show and their CD-
release party. We'te not one of them.”

"Right,” Irvine says "This is the long haul.”

The Jennifers play Roots Café's Duck-n-Roll Night at Seidel's
Bowling Center on Feb. 23 with the Pale Stars.
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By Robert C. Knott

“It's hard for Baltimore bands to break out,” says
John Irvine, the singer/songwriter and guitarist

of local music veterans The Jennifers. “The clubs
are always dodgy. As soon as a good one gets go-
ing, it closes. And since most national bands play in
Washington, D.C., not Baltimore, a local band often
needs to go outside of Baltimore to make a name
for itself.”

Irvine knows of what he speaks. The Jennifers,
whose members also include Skizz Cyzvk (drums),
Joe Stone (guitar, vocals), and Joe Tropea (bass),
have been one of Charm City’s best pop outfits for a
decade and a half without ever making a splash out-
side of their hometown. The band did experience a
fleeting whiff of glory when, in 1995, they won “Best
All Male Band"” in an MTV contest. Alas, their video
was never broadeast on the cable channel.

A thinking-person’s garage band, The Jen-
nifers marry the songwriting influences of Robyn
Hitchcock and XTC's Andy Partridge with the in-
terlocking guitar work ol Television and My Bloody
Valentine. Throw in the nccasional twang of surf-
guitar legend Dick Dale and you have a strange,
which is to say intoxicaling, brew that sounds like
few other bands, local or otherwise.

Colors from the Future, The Jennifers' latest
release, marks the band's artistic highpoint. “Mrs.
Gray,” the uptempo opening salvo, waxes humor-
ously about a modern-day Mrs, Robinson in this,
the age of cosmetic surgery: "Mrs. Gray, you look so
surprised. With all that work done to your eyes I'd
think you could see the light. Mrs. Gray, you're look-
ing younger than you should. You've got a husband
with a practice, he snips the skin fantastic ... .”

Other highlights include “Great War.” an infec-
tious romp that sticks with you hours after you last
hear it, and a spirited reading of Robyn Hitchcock's
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“Queen ol Eyes.” No less compelling is the album’s
coda, “Saturday,” in which Irvine and Stone, true
to their influences, weave a melody that no one
guitarist possibly could. For their part. Cyzyk's and
Tropea’s driving backbeat infuses the album with a
live, kinetic energy.

The bottom line: Calors from the Future is a very

good album. If they hailed from Greenwich Village,
many in Baltimore would nevertheless be hip to The

LA

The Jennifers: Joe Stone, Skize Cyzyk, John Irvine, and Joe Tropea
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Jennifers. Conversely, because the band makes its

home in Baltimore, precious few audiophiles in the
Big Apple are likely aware of them.

Meanwhile, Irvine is realistic about the future
of The Jennifers. “We have no delusions we're go-
ing to be rock stars. Bul we also believe a lot of
people will like our music if we get it to them. We
don’t wanl to make a huge career of the band, but
it's our job to get the music out there.” 0
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The Jennifers
Colors from the Future
(Beef Platter)
This disc’s cover art, a photo of a carefully
constructed landscape of gumdrops, hints at
the sugar-rush exuberance that infuses the
Jenniters' well-crafted pop tunes. This sort
of stuff ruled college radio in the 19805,
and, when daone well, its simplicity —guitar,
drums, bass, and garage-y attitude—can be
sublime. Combining the propulsiveness of
The Feelies, with XTC's stratosphenc sparkle
and Young Fresh Fellows' absurd wit, the
Baltimore-based quartet hits that mark mare
often than not. Although “Lion In Winter"
and "Saturday” meander a bit at disc's end,
the balance of the material cozies up to
pop perfection. “Mrs. Gray” and *Starflest
Academy"” might even bring an envious

- smile to Andy Partridge’s face. The bitingly
Phlllp Glass funmy “Fell In a Hole™ and a cover of Robyn
Hitchcock's “Queen of Eyes” add to the fun.

Heroes Symphony/The Light (Naxos)
Glass, a native Baltimorean, seems to be
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JENNIFERS Nine Days Wonder

You Say When, PO, Box 4751, Baitimore, MD 21094
410.366.8402

This self-released disc from Baltimore’s Jennifers is
an ambitious full-length effort, showcasing the band's
agile playing and neatnick songwriting on every track,
without a weak link in its chain of crafty pop tunes.
The Jennifers’ backbone is their snappy drum parts
coordinated meticulously with jumpy bass lines that
push each song through highly structured, yet eagerly
and naturally delivered, song structures. The
Jennifers know how to design verses and choruses to
complement one another, and frequently use bridges
and other fragments in sharp contrast with their
otherwise-harmonious collected song parts, proving
an ability to write intelligent songs that are filled with
ear-pleasing hooks. On a handful oi tunes. the band
plays a key or two above the range of the vocalist,
but his occasionally ¢racking voice casts a
sympathetic light on the woe-is-me romantic themes
of tunes like "Love Song For Valerie™ and “lt Won't
Be Long.” Nine Days Wonder is an excellent first
outing from a band that relies on its brains over its
brawn. CHERYL BOTCHICK
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Forget Me Not

These Are a Few of My
Favorite Bands

‘m always forgertng abou the jonnillers.
I ks a recene Clivy Paper review of the new

film Mrs. Parker and the Viciows Circle,
Max Weiss said chat when people ask her
o name her favoante actresses, she abways
torgets about fennifer Jason Leigh. Well,
I"'m ajways forgenting abouc che Jennifers
when people ask mie to pame my favone
local bands. To felp me remember them
in the futuee, the Jennifers have released
1 wondertful new 13-song CD clled Nime
Diayr Wonder {You Say When).

Around this time kst vear [ had not hard
ot even heard of the [ennifers. Then they
sent me a nine-song wape called Prerry
Things, and | was smitten. The Jennifees
make smart, pretty, tancful pop-rode that
awes something to the Kinks and other
great bands of the late 605, bur ir also
sounds frah and new. Last year the Jennifers
made a video directed by Eric Dyer for
their sang "Yeu're My Star” and were un-
ners-up in the MTY Beach House Band
Search, winning $2,000 worth of equip-
ment for cach member {Annapolis’ Bovox
Clown grabbed first prize). And last fall,
You Say When Records released a splic
vinyl single with the Jennifers {(doing a
song called “The Television™) and San
Francisco's Mommyheads.

The Jennifers include drummer Jen
Maser, singer/guitarists John [rvine and
Will Wall, and singer/bassist Chuck
Rainville. [rvine, Rainville, 2nd Maser mer
a 5S¢ Mary's College in Southern Maryland,
where they played in 2 band <alled Love
Planer, Afrer they graduated and moved
0 Baltimore they mer Wall, and formed
2 band calted the Bigabys; before long they
changed the name to the jennifers.

Nine Diayr Wonder was recoeded by Tony
Erench ac Balumore's Hound Sound, and
mixed and maszered 2c Blue House
Producxions (two songs were recorded ar
Social Servios Srudian). Of course, [ had
w wonder abow the tite—did ir take nine
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Records at PO Box 4751, Baltimore, Md 210S4.

davs to record the album? According w
Irvine, “Nine Days Wonder” is 2 song
Chuck Rainville has been working on.
and cven though the rune didn't work out
for ¢his album. the band liked the tirle
{perhaps we'll see the song on their next
record).

With the new CD che Jennifers have
grown up and added a bic of varicry o
their sound; some of the songs are get-
ting a bit roocsy, folksy, and even siight-
ly countryish. |rvine plays some argan
and uscs 2 guitar gizme called an c-bow
ta lChiCVC i V'lo“n'[ik: c{f:c: oam 1 l“:w
tunes, and Wall plays mandolin and dide
guitar, The 13 tracks were mostly writ-
ten by [rvine, with four by Rainville, one
by Wail, and one by all three, 5ix of the
songs appeared (in earlier versions} on
the Preny Thingrape. The Jennifers” side
of the split single with the Mommyheads
i3 not included.

Almost every yong on Nime Doy Wonder
has done some playing tme in my head,
and thar's 2 big complimene tw cheir song-
writing ability. I've fouad myself hum-~
ming “You're My Sear” while walking my
dog, and mauthing che very Kinks-like
*People Looking Up™ while doing the
lauundry, “Licle Beick iey” is going through
my head even as [ write chis. The Jennifers’
CD release party will be February 18 ar
Chambers. {You Say When, P.O. Bax
4751, Baltimore, MD> 21094)

The Jernifers are a band primed for the
big time, and if you don't believe me, give a listen to their marvelous rew CD! Mixing melodious guitar rock
with vibrant power pop moves, "Nine Days Wonder™" ripples with expert songuriting and plenty of memarable hooks.
Ten dollars will get you a copy of this disc, and checks and money orders are to be mailed to You Say When
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THE JENNIFERS

Nine Days Wonder
[You Say When]

ine Days Wonder is an out-of-left-

field treasure. Bouncy, uptempo
pop (“Television Girl,” “You're My
Star,” “People Locking Up") mixes
with slower, introspective stuff (“New
Light,” “Someone,” “Love Song For
Valene”} in a truly wonderful way,
sounding sort of like the Feelies
might've had they not been so miser-
able. "Love Song For Valerie” is simply
that, a heartfelt ode that's both
catchy and downcast and a great way
to end a great record. Thirteen songs,
every one a winner. Bring me more.

—-Matt Hickey

THE JENNIFERS AND MONSTER ZERO, WITH
30 AMP FUSE

I've gotta adout I didn’t put much faith
m any band that would enter, letalone win,
the MTV Beach House Band Scarch... bur
that's exactly why the Jennifers turn out to
be such awelcome surprise. Never mind the
noise—this Baltimore band keeps their hook-
riddled, laidhack pop clean as a whistle.
Sortoflike the Smithswith a sense of humor
{wait—that's XTC}. Bestsaid, theirinfectious
record, Nine Days Wonder (You Say When
Records) rings out hike the Pretty In Fink
soundtrack redux. If you're looking for
infectious pop with a mean bite, the sound
of Columbus, Qhio’s Monster Zero is sure
to leave your ears buzzing. Check out their
vanous super-hookysingles, mostespecially
the terrific “The Unkindest Cut of All,"with
the giddy punch that is “Come Down.” Call
it punk pop if you must, but there's scme
leftover “shoegazer”in there, too. (Ifyou're
looking for yet another soundbite on 30
Amp Fuse, just scan your kittycat eves on
over to the calendar right now.)
30 Amp Fuse w/ The Jennifers and Monster Zers
Mercury Theatre = Sat., July 27 = 9:30 p.m. » §5
Addre Bs Inguirkes 10

Mairo Pulss
805 Markst Sisnet, Kuha 100

Kearrille, TH 37902 —Shelly Ridenour

(473} 5225399 ~ (423) 522-2956 Fax

988T ‘T LSNONV - S§Z AINI T 3€INd OHLIIAW

THE JENNIFERS
Nine Days Wonder
(YouSay When)

The Jennifers are one of the best new
bands on the Balhmore music scene.
They are old-fashioned popsters, bring-
ing to mind the Kinks, the Beatles, and
others, while still sounding fresh and
new Nine Days Wonder 15 their new
CD, 1t is thetr first full-length release,
following a tape and a split single. The
best thing about the Jennifers 1s their
songwriting ability (something of a lost
art in this age of noise bands) Almost
every song on this CD has done some
playing time 1n my head (P.O Box
4751, Balumore MD 210%94)--Jim

IF IT DONT ROCK IT AINT IN 5TOCK

FOSTER GHILD

THE JENNIFERS
Nine Days Wonder
(You Say When)

It took me a few spins to really appre-
ciate these 13 slabs of homegrown pop
rock but now that 1 do. what 1 once
perceived as weaknesses are Nowamong,
their strengths At first | found the
production somewhat flat and the sing-
ers voice kinda hoarse and a bit off key
and while they both may 1ake a bit of
getting used to, at this point | think that
they just add to the charm In the end,
what's important are the songs andit's
songs like I Hear Angels.” “You're
My Star,” “People Locking LUp” and
“Ritomello” that keeps me conung back
So, while this might not be for every-
one, if you like good pop that's not
afraid to deviate froin what's expected,
you might wanna give this a shot. (PO
Box 4751, Baltimore MD 21094)-The
Platterpuss




@ The Jennifers Nine Days Wonder
(You Say When) ($9.00) - -
You Say When has been busy mining the Bal-
timore pop scene and The Jennifers CD is their
first full length release. Although this band
has a timeless pop sound, they don't fit neatly
into any of the categories that exist in today’s

| | . L pop world. Their sound is crisp and clean and
o The Mommyheads / The Jennifers  owes as much to people like Nick Lowe and
| (You Say When) ($2.50) ' ~ Elvis Costello as it does to today’s pop music.
1 On this single, upstart Baltimore pop label You Instead of the muddy, lo-fi road takgn so often
| Say When pairs San Franciso’s Mommyheads in the indie world, these recordings are crisp

‘with Baltimore’s The Jennifers. The and clean and the vocals are right out front.
Mommyhéads contributea fine track, “Day | The two main songwriters, John Irvine and
Job.” It has a quirky pop feel that blends XTC Chuck Rainville have distinctly different styles.
style pop leanings with a touch of Bay Area 1John’s songs tend to be more somber love songs
physchcdelia.-_The Jennifers. follows this up | while Chuck's.are more upbeat rock and roll.
with a classic pop track that sounds like it This variety ensures that this debut album
could have come from an early 80’s.skinny tie never gets boring. It’s good to see a band with
band. Both sbngs on this split single are pure | such a heartfelt and honest take on music they
| and unpretentious pop... | | ~ obviously love.
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This Year’s
Mods

In their first 10 years together (1964~
74}, the Kinks were onc of the best
bands on the rock landscape; they
were smart, tuneful, incisive, ground-
breaking, and quite influenaial {the
Jam, for cxample, would have been
impassible withourt them). Even,
apparently, to this day—ewo new
Baltimore bands, the Jennifers and
Jag, have just released tapes that reveal
the euch of the Kinks and other great
bands of that cra.

The Jeanifers include singer/pui-
tarists John Tevine and 58l "¥all,
singer/bassist Chuck Ramville, and
drummer Jen Maser. trvine,
Rainville, and Maser met at Se.
Mary's College, where they played in
1 band called Love Manet (and also,
presumably, toak some classes). They
started playing around Baltimore last
summer. At first they were called the
Bigsbys bur a few manths age became
the Jennifers.

The Jennifers have just unlcashed
the ninc-sang Pressy Thingrape
{"Pretey Things™ is the name of 2
song on the tape, and is apparently
ot a reference o the 1960s Brigish
t8cb-to-pop-ta-psych band the Presty
Things, who took theirname from
the Bo Diddley song “Precty Thing™h
In 1 few months, Daltimore’s fledg-
ling You Say When labet will be -
releasing a vinyl splic single with ane
song each by the Jenaifees and San
Francisco's Mommyheads.

! haven't seen the Jennifers play live
yet, but on tape they make a sprighdly
strum-pop that is charming, whimsi-
cal, tunehal, and smart—a few songs
on the rape have dane some hum-
mung time in my head in recent
weeks. According o Irvine, the band
often gets compared to XT'C, bur |
hear more of the Kinks in them.
Their “People Looking Up” could
almast be an outtake from the Kinks'
1966 album Face ta Face. {Jennifers,
13 E. Read St #3A, Balemare
21202)

JIM MAHER

Baltimore

ty teper-

When the Kicksouls throw their
cala rerelease party at Chambers s
Thursday. they will be sharing 2 buil
with the jennifers, who are out
working behind their own You Sav
When release, “The Television.” s

splic single wich San Franaiscos
Mommyvheads. The band 3
released 1 nine-song tape. Presry
Tiings, a few months back [C7
Apeil 13]. This cime around vou get
“two tine pop songs about madern

50

living,” according 1o You Say When
and nght thev are. The Mommyvhesds
"Day Job™ might actually be the
groovier of the two. dut the Jennirers
acquit themseives weil wich the
sighdy edgier, janglier "The
Television.” Again. neither tune s
likelv ta remind vou of‘an_\"thing an
Physical Graffie—think more of 2
low-budget. non-English XTC—but
trv to be open-minded ubout these

things.

AQLIARIAN'S

Your Own split
When Records, P.05

The Mommyheads. with their
Beaties meets the Monkees bluesy,
yet light rock, and The Jennifers. .
with their smooth slide guitar and
nonsensical Duran Duranesque lyncs.
give this record a nostalgic " 705/ 80s
charm. A lttle nsque for one af
Baltimore's premier labels, but a
winning gambie. //t)
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THE HOMMYHEADS
“Day Job”
THE JENNIFERS

“The Television”
You Say When Records

‘Day Job” ts a well-written, wet-
produced pop rock song made in-
‘eresting by a sometimes twisted,
sometimes hazy and lazy quias
scund. "The Talevision” is a quirky
song, dominated by fast, sormetimes
offbeal thythm gudtar. The vocals
have that New-Wave Ialsch, not
unlika the Cars or early Talking
Heads.





